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Jessica Kingsley Publishers: Books that make a difference

Safeguarding Children Across 
Services
Messages from Research
Carolyn Davies and Harriet Ward
October 2011 224pp ISBN: 9781849051248 pb £19.99

Safeguarding Children Across Services provides a summary of important evidence on 
child protection and addresses the key issues facing today’s practitioners. Based on the 
latest research, it gives practical and accessible advice for those involved in safeguarding 
children.

The book begins by defining the different forms of abuse and their effects, and examining 
the effectiveness of universal preventative measures such as education programmes. The 
core of the book evaluates methods for intervention following abuse, beginning with a consideration of general 
interventions, including social work, which help parents to modify their behaviours. The following chapters analyse 
specific therapeutic interventions where there is a family history of drug abuse, domestic violence or mental health 
difficulties. The book also focuses on the implications of child protection practice for adolescents, an important but 
often-overlooked subject. Throughout the book, the authors recommend ways in which inter-agency communication, 
clear guidelines for referral and assessment, and earlier intervention can lead to more effective prevention of childhood 
abuse.

This series communicates messages for practice from an extensive Government-funded research programme designed 
to improve early recognition of child abuse as well as service responses and interventions. The series addresses a range 
of forms of abuse, including emotional and physical abuse and neglect, and outlines strategies for effective interagency 
collaboration, successful intervention and best practice. Titles in the series will be essential reading for practitioners with 
responsibility for safeguarding children.
Carolyn Davies is Research Advisor at Thomas Coram Research Unit at Institute of Education, University of London, UK. Harriet Ward is 
Director of the Centre for Child and Family Research and Research Professor at Loughborough University, UK. Together they are the editors 
for the Safeguarding Children Across Services series, also published by Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 

Contents:  Foreword. Preface. 1. Introduction. 2. Identification and initial response. 3. Universal and targeted services to prevent the occurrence 
of maltreatment. 4. Social work interventions to keep children safe. 5. Specific interventions for children and families with additional or 
complex needs. 6. Providing a context for effective inter-agency practice. 7. Overview: Principal messages and their implications. Appendix 1. 
Implementation and advisory group. Appendix 2. Details of evaluations of specific interventions discussed in Chapter Five. Appendix 3. Project 

Safeguarding Children Across Services

Safeguarding children from abuse is of paramount importance. This series communicates messages for practice from an extensive Government-
funded research programme designed to improve early recognition of child abuse and neglect as well as service responses and interventions. 
The series addresses a range of forms of abuse, including emotional and physical abuse and neglect, and outlines strategies for effective 
interagency collaboration, successful intervention and best practice. Titles in the series will be essential reading for practitioners with 
responsibility for safeguarding children.

Carolyn Davies is Research Advisor at Thomas Coram Research Unit at Institute of Education, University of London, UK. Harriet Ward 
is Director of the Centre for Child and Family Research and Research Professor at Loughborough University, UK.
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Safeguarding Babies  
and Very Young Children 
from Abuse and Neglect
Harriet Ward, Rebecca Brown  
and David Westlake
Feb 2012 240pp ISBN: 9781849052375 pb £22.99

Safeguarding babies and very young children is a highly 
complex process, involving difficult decisions 
surrounding their needs, care, and whether they 
need to be separated from their families.

This book, based on a research study which followed babies who were 
identified as likely to suffer significant harm before their first birthdays until 
they were three years old, explores key issues surrounding the safeguarding 
process. These include how the decision whether to remove children from 
their families are made, whether social work interventions work and the 
impact they have on children’s life pathways. It also examines the role 
various participants, including parents, have in decision-making. The 
findings of the study show a close link between decisions, maltreatment 
and children’s developmental problems.
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Safeguarding Children  
from Emotional 
Maltreatment
What Works 
Jane Barlow  
and Anita Schrader McMillan
2010 176pp ISBN: 9781849050531 pb £18.99

Emotional maltreatment is widespread and 
has a profoundly harmful effect on a child’s 
development. The effects of abuse are often carried into adulthood, 
and emotionally abused children are more likely to experience a 
range of problems as adults including depression, substance misuse 
and eating disorders. This book sets out to identify ‘what works’ in 
preventing emotional maltreatment from recurring. 

Since most emotional maltreatment takes place within the family 
home, involves the primary care-giver and reflects ongoing patterns 
of damaging parent-child interaction rather than isolated incidents, 
interventions directly targeting parent-child interactions are 
highlighted.

Caring for Abused 
and Neglected Children
Making the Right Decisions  
for Reunification 
or Long-Term Care 
Jim Wade, Nina Biehal, Nicola Farrelly 
and Ian Sinclair
Aug 2011 224pp ISBN: 9781849052078  
pb £25.00

The decision whether or not to reunify a child in care with their birth 
family is one of the most serious taken by children’s services, and 
often involves considerable risk.

This book examines the long-term consequences of this decision for 
children who entered public care for abuse or neglect. It compares the 
experiences and progress of children who remained in care or returned 
to their birth families up to four years after the decision was taken. 
It covers how the decision is made, the factors taken into account 
when making it and provides important suggestions for effective 
decision-making. It compares the progress made by the children in 
relation to their safety, stability and emotional well-being. The book 
demonstrates that, contrary to common belief, long-term care can be 
a positive option for maltreated children.
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Recognizing and Helping the 
Neglected Child
Evidence-Based Practice  
for Assessment  
and Intervention 
Brigid Daniel, Julie Taylor  
and Jane Scott with David Derbyshire  
and Deanna Neilson
Foreword by Enid Hendry
Aug 2011 192pp ISBN: 9781849050937 pb £17.99

Neglect is the most common form of child abuse, but recognizing the 
signs, assessing the family’s and the child’s needs, and undertaking 
intervention can be difficult and complicated. 

This book, based on extensive research of the evidence, outlines 
how neglect can be recognized, examining the signs that parents give 
to signal their need for help, and the signs that a child’s needs are not 
being met. It then covers how practitioners should respond, including 
assessment, planning, and appropriate interventions. 

The authors examine whether practitioners are well-equipped to 
recognize child neglect, and whether professional responses to help 
could be swifter.

Adolescent Neglect
Research, Policy  
and Practice 
Gwyther Rees, Mike Stein,  
Leslie Hicks and Sarah Gorin
Aug 2011 144pp ISBN: 9781849051040  
pb £17.99

Adolescent neglect is a significant problem 
within child protection, but focus on child neglect and other forms of 
maltreatment means that it can often be overlooked.

This book outlines how adolescent neglect differs from child 
neglect, the context of why it is overlooked, how it is defined, the 
causes and consequences of neglect, young people’s views, and what 
professionals can do. Based on original research, the book establishes 
an evidence base and considers the implications for policy and 
practice. The concluding chapter sets out a practice-based framework 
for recognizing and working with adolescent neglect. Each chapter 
includes reflection points to stimulate thinking on key issues. 

This will be essential reading for all those who work with young people, 
particularly those in social work, health services and education, as well as 
academics, policymakers and students in these fields.
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